
  

 

 

SUN MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

   1 

 

2 3 
2nd can  

collection 

5 pm @  

Edwards 

4 

5 6 

2nd VMC 

tour 3:00 pm 

@ Edwards 

7 8 

General mtg. 

6 pm 

Yates 104 

9 10 
Canstruction 4-

7 pm  

Morgan  

Library Pkg. 

Lot  

11 

12 

Fort Fun 

2:30 @  

Edwards 

13 14 15 

 

16 17 
 

18 

Pre-Vet Day 

8:30 am-4:20 

pm 

Yates 104 

19 20 21 22 

General mtg.  

6 pm 

Yates 104 

23 24 25 
Hearts and 

Horses Tack 

Sale (costume) 

Edwards 

@9:15 am 

26 27 28 29 30 

 

31  

October 2008 
 

Coming up next month... 
Dr. Matthew JohnstonñExotic Animal Medicine (11/5) 

Dr. Temple Grandin (11/19) 
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More insideé 

Bark in the Park (pg. 2) 

Learn more about guide dogs! (pg. 3) 

Career Corner (pgs. 4-5) 

Doggone fun trivia (pg. 7) 

Whatõs going on this month? (pg. 8) 

On Wednesday, September 24, Pre-Vet 

Club had its second meeting of the semester.   

Dr. Sherry Stewartõs appearance was definitely 

the highlight and her advice about getting into 

veterinary school was phenomenal.  Dr. Stewart 

is the Assistant Dean of Admissions at CSUõs 

very own vet school, which is relatively close on 

Drake between College and 

Shields. 

She began her pres-

entation by asking the Club 

members what different as-

pects they would look for 

when reading an application 

if they were in her situation.  

Everyone came up with a lot 

of different answers!  Some 

of them were pretty well-known, such as grades, 

community service, animal experience, and pre-

requisite classes.  Others were a little more sur-

prising, like life experiences, commitment,  

Dr. Stewart Shares Her Knowledge 
By: Jessica Mitchell 

social skills, and the all-important personal state-

ment.  Dr. Stewart seemed impressed by all of 

our responses, and admitted that a lot of these 

facets are assessed in the admissions process.  

But she threw all of us pre-vet students for a 

loop when she said that the cumulative GPA is 

never shown to the staff who reads the applica-

tions!  I know it surprised me, and pleasantly 

too!  Itõs satisfying to know 

that they are looking at the 

bigger picture and not just 

academics.   

 

After this activity, Dr. 

Stewart raised the ques-

tion of, ñWho has wanted 

to be a veterinarian since 

they can remember?!ò  

The amount of hands that 

went into the air was as-

tonishing.  She said the response to that ques-

tion always raises the hair on her neck and 

arms, and she pointed out that NO other occu-

pation or major can say that about themselves. 

cntd. on pg. 6 



Officer Hours: 
 

Each officer will be available for 

one hour each week in the pre-

vet office located in 316 

Aylesworth NE. Please come in 

if you have any questions or just 

want to say, òHi!ó  

 

Monday: 

11-12 pm  MaryBeth 

1-2 pm Hilary 

 

Tuesday: 

11-12 pm Kelly 

2-3 pm Jade 

 

Wednesday: 

11-12 pm Kate 

1-2 pm Meaghan 

3-4 pm Lauren 

  

Thursday: 

12ð 1 pm  Analisa 

2-3 pm Sarah 

 

Friday: 

10-11 am Gwynn 

1-2 pm Jeff 

 
Disclaimer: 

Under Colorado law, no  

expression made by students in the 

exercise of free speech or freedom 

of the press shall be deemed to be 

an expression of school policy. No 

student, employee, or officer of CSU 

shall be held liable in any civil or 

criminal action for  

expression made or published by a 

student.  

 

From the tiniest dogs with speckled fur and Mohawks 

to the bigger canine friends, happy dogs were drooling with ex-

citement, accompanied by the even bigger smiles of their own-

ers. The latest òBark in the Parkó social, which was held at Ro-

land Moore Park this past September, was an energetic kickoff 

to the start of this yearõs round of activities for the Pre-Vet club. 

The lively get-together was a great opportunity for members to 

bring their pets to meet and greet other enthusiastic owners, 

animal lovers, pre-vet students, and of course other doggie pals. 

In contrast to the hustle and bustle of the Clubõs first meeting, a 

friendly atmosphere offset the initially daunting number of peo-

ple who attended. In between playing with furry buddies, mem-

bers were able to connect with each other and the pre-vet offi-

cers, sharing fun animal experiences over food and drinks. The 

gathering came to an end with a group picture, a more closely 

knit Pre-Vet Club, and Ryeli seizing the opportunity to munch 

on a sandwich. Clearly, members werenõt the only ones with 

food in mind. 

Bark! Bark! In the Park 
By: John Sy 
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    Happy Birthday to You! 
 

Melanie Acker 10/2  Samantha Bunjiovianna 10/2  

 

Desiree Pot 10/3  Adriana Valencia 10/4 

 

Courtney Adams 10/5  Emily Bryan 10/8 

 

Sophia Moore 10/9  Alicia Valdez 10/11 

 

Erin Shepard 10/15  Kaitlin Wright 10/26 

 
  

  

 

 

Member 

Spotlight: 
Vanessa Schilling 

 

Class: Junior 

Expected graduation: Spring 2010 

Major: Biomedical Sciences 

Favorite animal: the deer 

Desired vet field: equine or exotics 

Favorite music: light rock 

Hobbies: riding my horse or hiking in the  

 mountains 

Pets: I have seven guinea pigs. (five at home and 

 two up at school with me) 

Childhood dream job: To treat exotics all over 

   the world. 

Favorite food: Itõs a tie between smoothies, ice 

cream, watermelon, grapes, and Chinese food. 

Favorite color: green 
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Hey everyone! Itõs Lucy again!  

 

Good job on the trivia question last meeting! It 

was tricky, wasnõt it? If you don't remember 

the question was, òWhat animal can hold itõs 

breath for 45 minutes.ó The answer was: the 

beaver. 

 

This monthõs trivia is... 

What jungle cat is actually afraid of all dogs? 

 

Put your guess in the doghouse and you just 

might win the grand prize! 

Monthly 

Trivia 

Question 

Did Ya Know???????????? 
 

1. Dingoes, wild dogs of Australia, do not 

bark. 

 

2. Tiger birds of South American can imitate a 

tigerõs voice. 

 

3. Birds, proportionate to their weight and size, 

are 75% stronger than people. 

 

4. Sitatunga, an African antelope, has the rare 

ability to sleep underwater.  

 

5. Gila monsters hold reserve food supplies in 

their tails.  



  

 

 

Dr. Stewart then told us a little bit more about her own life, and how  veterinary school was 

not always on her radar. In fact, it was several years after she graduated from college that she decided 

to apply for vet school.  In the process of earning her DVM, she had both of her children, worked 

two jobs, and maintained a social life. With this amazing achievement as proof, she told us that any-

thing is possible with a little determination. Dr. Stewart gave us all a little reminder not to lose sight of 

what means the most to you.   She emphasized the importance of both family and veterinary work to 

club members with a short story about her daughter. Even though she ended up giving up some of 

her evening activities to participate in veterinary-related activities , it was more worth it in the end to 

have a closer relationship with her family. 

Dr. Stewartõs message throughout her discussion was clear: donõt give up on your dreams for 

anybody or anything.  She encouraged us to work hard and play hard and enjoy everything that we 

do.  She commented that she hoped to see all of us at the veterinary school someday, and then a few 

questions were asked before she had to leave.  And where was she in such a rush to?!  Well to a 

dance class, of course!  Thank you Dr. Sherry Stewart for sharing with us. 

being good and correct them when they are doing something they are not supposed to.  The dogs 

begin to differentiate very quickly and soon you end up with a furry friend that is a joy to take every-

where. 

 

 A common public concern is that these hairy helpers donõt get the chance to be dogs. I would 

like to put your mind at ease about that.  My one-year-old black lab puppy is just as much puppy as 

the next. One of the first things the smart little fur balls learn is to differentiate between when they are 

working and when they are not.  Each dog is given an official working vest and it takes almost no time 

at all for them to associate it with work and good behavior. When the vest is off, a considerable lag in 

response time can be noted.  Youõve taught them the commands and they know them well, but with-

out their vest, selective hearing kicks in.  The head cock and their facial expression seems to say, òDo 

I really have to sit? She didnõt put my vest on so Iõm off duty!ó   When the dogsõ vests are off they get 

to be normal dogs.  They get to run around the house, socialize with other animals, and of course, get 

tons of loving.  I donõt think the program takes anything away from their òdoghood.ó  In fact, in my 

experience the dogs couldnõt be more enthusiastic about working hard for the people that they love.   

 

 I purposely donõt talk about sending them back, due to the reality that I am in a fragile state 

right now with respect to that particular part of the program. However, I can promise you it is worth it 

to see your dog graduate with a partner.  I have never met someone so grateful or appreciative in my 

life.  

 

 Guide Dogs for the Blind is an incredible organization and you personally have the opportu-

nity to get involved right here in Ft. Collins, whether you want to raise your own puppy or just want to 

take one to class once in awhile. The people and the dogs have contributed greatly to my desire to be 

a vet and I would be happy to answer any questions you might have.  Keep your fingers crossed for 

Odetta, she went back October 2nd, and I think she is going to make a great Guide Dog!  

Calming the Fears for Vet School (cntd. from pg. 1) 

Guidedogs: A Life Rewarding Experience (cntd. from pg. 3) 
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Officer Contact Info. 
 

Lauren OõDell: President 

laurenel@simla.colostate.edu 

970-210-9789 

 

Gwynn Milner: Vice-President 

pibears@simla.colostate.edu 

305-433-1956 

 

Kate Raczak: Secretary 

blueiris@sopris.net 

970-948-2044 

 

Jeff Sarek: Treasurer 

xcrunner17@bresnan.net 

719-334-1744 

 

Jade Fisher: Publicity Coordinator 

jadofish@gmail.com 

808-634-7162 

 

Sarah Navratil: Community Outreach 

Coordinator 

sarah.navratil@comcast.net 

719-332-1439 

 

Kelly Horgan: Activities Coordinator 

kelly.horgan@colostate.edu 

720-427-3650 

 

Analisa Schilling: Newsletter Editor 

analisa_schilling@hotmail.com 

303-726-4419 

 

MaryBeth Culp: Historian 

mbculp@simla.colostate.edu 

404-277-7871 

 

Meaghan McMahon: Webmaster 

megmc@simla.colostate.edu 

970-739-3318 

 

Hilary Freund: CVMBS Rep. 

hfreund@simla.colostate.edu 

720-937-0542 

 

 Guide Dogs for the Blind has been a huge part of my 

life and as my fourth and last puppy gets ready to leave me I 

canõt help but feel a little sad.  Since 2003 I have raised four 

amazing dogs, some decided they were ready to work and 

went on to be someone elseõs eyes. 

Others decided it would be a lot 

more fun to go on hikes with the 

Pre-Vet Club and spend the after-

noons napping in a giant LoveSac.  

Career change (that is a nice way of 

saying flunkee) or not, the time 

spent training these dogs was/is 

more than worth it.  

 

 Guide Dogs for the Blind is 

an organization based out of San 

Rafael, California and is run pri-

marily by volunteers.  Finding good 

puppy-raising families is a big part 

of producing successful dogs.  The 

training to be a puppy raiser is 

minimal, but the time commitment is substantial.  After a day 

long training session and a house inspection an individual is 

eligible for a dog.  Shortly after you will receive your eight-

week-old puppy.  Fortunately for them we can excuse the 

chewing and the messes in the house because they are so 

cute, but getting them ready for the real work is a tough job.  

In addition to house breaking and basic commands, a puppy 

raiser is responsible for exposing the dog to the public.  It is 

important for a Guide Dog in Training to get used to all types 

of environments (smells, sounds, people, textures, etc.), be-

cause fear of anything is not an option.  A 6-month-old 

puppy is expected to be as calm at a professional baseball 

game as they are at home.  Believe it or not it is possible to 

train a lab to do that.  The animals are licensed to go any-

where in Colorado, which means they can be by your side 

24/7.  This gives the raisers the opportunity to praise them 

when they are being good and correct them when they are 

A Quick Guide To 

Guide Dogs 

By: Kelly Horgan 

(cntd. on pg. 6) 
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