
  

SUN MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

1 2 3 

 

1st CVMBS  

meeting  

4 5 

 

Ice Skating 

7 @ Edwards 

6 7 

8 9 10 

 

Gabriel tour 

6 pm 

 

 

11 

General mtg. 

6 pm, Yates104 

 

Scholarship 

and shadow 

apps due! 

12 

 

Dinner with a 

vet student 

5 pm @ Corbett 

13 14 

 

Valentineõs  

Day 

 

15 16 17 

 

Careers with 

Critters  

5:15 pm 

A/Z 118 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 
 

Receive 

shadow  

packets  

26 27 28 

 

Hedgehodge  

Rescue 12 pm 

Yates 104 

February 2009February 2009  
 

   

 Coming up next monthé 

Dr. Jergens and Large 

Animal Practice (3/11) 

VMC tours @3:30 pm 

(3/3, 3/10) 

More fun activities and 

events!  

St. Patrickõs Day 

Spring break! 
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More insideé 
Homeopathy for Animals (pg. 2) 

Officer Elections (pgs. 3-5) 

What it means to be an officer (pg. 3, pg. 5) 

Doggone fun! (pg. 7) 

Whatõs going on this month? (pg. 8) 

Dr. Longñ You Are An Inspiration! 
By: Kristine òRyanó Peters  

 Students chattering, friends reuniting, officers get-

ting keyed up; yes, itõs the first Pre-Vet Club meeting of 

2009!  And who better to introduce us to a new year than 

Dr. Christie C. Long of VCA Fort Collins Animal Hospi-

tal? 

 Dr. Long stood tall and proud as she introduced 

herself to a hushed, excited crowd.  She began by stating 

that she never dreamed of being a veterinarian.  How 

strange, we thought! Before earning her DVM, Dr. Long 

was happy as a software executive 

and married to a handsome man in 

the insurance industry.   Life was 

good.  However, in 1999/2000 the 

adventurous couple decided that 

they needed to do something more 

with their lives and wanted to òleave 

the world a better place.ó In their 

quest of transformation, both quit 

their jobs and headed on a trip 

around the world.  One of Dr. 

Longõs favorite stops was Varnosi, 

India where the intensity, color, friendly people, and great 

food served to enrich the coupleõs life-changing mission and 

instill a deeper sense of commitment to a new way of life.  

Later in the thirteen month trip, the couple made a visit to 

Nepal.  It was here that Christie Long said out loud, òIõd 

like to be a veterinarian.ó  While she gave her epiphany 

little thought at the time, it did not become a reality until 

her husband held her to her comment when they returned 

home.  In 2003, there were 1,400 applications and Christie 

was 1 of 134 students chosen at CSU Veterinary Teaching 

Hospital.  And that is how we, the lucky members of CSU 

Pre-Vet Club, were graced with a presentation by the up-

beat, optimistic, and generous Dr. Long. 

 Dr. Long was hired by VCA Fort Collins Animal 

Hospital shortly after graduation under the guidance of Dr. 

Steyn.  Some clients were provided to the newly-minted Dr. 

Long at the time, and sheõs had the chance to grow and flour-

ish for the past one and a half years.  Dr. Long was able to 

provide the Pre-Vet Club with something that few other doc-

tors can; a ònew vetó perspective and a look back into her 

òtransition.ó The refreshing presentation from Dr. Long be-

gan with a lesson; you donõt know 

everything when you get that fancy 

white coat at graduation.  She said 

that while the school fills you with 

information day in and day out for 

four years, you learn the real les-

son while you are in practice. Her 

special treat for Pre-Vet Club 

members, clamoring for a chance 

at veterinary school ourselves, was, 

ò10 things they didnõt teach me in 

vet school or if they did I wasnõt 

paying attention.ó 

 

Lesson 1: As exciting as it is to be called Dr., it usually means 

that someone wants something from you, and hearing Dr. 

Long, Dr. Long, Dr. Long all day long gets old! 

  

Lesson 2: You donõt always get to find out why.  Dr. Long said 

that as a veterinarian, you spend a lot of time recommending 

things and a lot of times, an owner is not willing or able to 

comply.  However, in the case of òTiny,ó a 14 year old Wes-

tie, the spoiled pooch had his own credit card!  Every test, 

workup, and recommendation was performed and even upon 

Happy Valentineõs Day! 



  

Officer Hours: 
 

Each officer will be available for one 

hour each week in the pre-vet office 

located in 316 Aylesworth NE. Please 

come in if you have any questions or 

just want to say, òHi!ó  

 

Monday: 

9-10 am   Hilary 

11-12 pm   Jeff 

 

Tuesday: 

11-12 pm  Meaghan 

2-3 pm   Jade 

 

Wednesday: 

9-10 am   Lauren 

11-12 pm  MaryBeth 

2-3 pm   Sarah 

  

Thursday: 

12-1 pm  Kate 

3-4 pm   Kelly 

 

Friday: 

11:30-12:30  Gwynn 

2-3 pm   Analisa 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: 

Under Colorado law, no  

expression made by students in the 

exercise of free speech or freedom 

of the press shall be deemed to be 

an expression of school policy. No 

student, employee, or officer of CSU 

shall be held liable in any civil or 

criminal action for  

expression made or published by a 

student.  

Homeopathetic Remedies for Animals: 

An Alternative to Conventional Medicine 

By: Amy Wiedenmeyer 

 Imagine that your cat has just been diagnosed with liver cancer.  What 

would you do?  Liver cancer is extremely painful, and while there are treat-

ments available, they can be expensive and ineffective.  Typical treatments for 

liver cancer include heavy doses of medication, surgery, radiation, and/or che-

motherapy.  It is easy to see why this diagnosis is often accompanied by talk of 

euthanasia.  Thatõs what Nancy Sicilianaõs veterinarian recommended when her 

Uncleõs cat Isis was diagnosed with liver cancer.  Siciliana, a student of home-

opathy, had a different idea.  She treated the cat with a dose of phosphorus 

30c, and by the next day, Isisõs symptoms were already vanishing.  Isis made a 

complete recovery and never required another dose of phosphorus.  

 Homeopathy is an alternative system of medicine tailored specifically 

to each individual person or animal.  It involves small doses of natural medica-

tions designed to stimulate the bodyõs defense mechanisms.  Homeopathy was 

discovered by Samuel Hahnemann in the late 1700õs when he found that cin-

chona bark, a cure for malaria, caused malaria-like symptoms in healthy peo-

ple.  This finding led to the similar principle, which states that òlike cures like.ó 

 Today, homeopathy is widely accepted in both human and animal 

medicine, and has been used to cure a wide range of maladies, including can-

cer, hyperthyroidism, diabetes, asthma, allergies, behavioral disorders, arthritis, 

autoimmune diseases, and epilepsy.  Although scientific studies of homeo-

pathic remedies have yielded mixed results, some studies have found that re-

sults from homeopathic treatments were greater than those expected from the 

placebo effect alone. 

 Despite the successes of homeopathy, many pet owners are still not 

aware of homeopathic remedies as a viable alternative to conventional medi-

cine.  As Marina Zacharias, a supporter of homeopathy, puts it, òOur society 

has been conditioned with quick-fix and band-aid medicine.ó 

 Supporters of homeopathy recommend Dr. Don Hamiltonõs book, 

Homeopathic Care for Cats and Dogs, to anyone interested in learning more 

about homeopathy as well as to veterinarians and aspiring veterinarians.  In his 

book, Dr. Hamilton explains the concepts behind homeopathy in detail and 

explains how he came to use homeopathic remedies in this own practice. 

 Certainly, homeopathy is a new and upcoming procedure that has the 

power to become more prevalent in the field of veterinary medicine. Who 

knows, when you have that DVM you might be practicing this technique on 

your patients. 

 

Sources: 

http://www.nativeremedies.com/petalive/ailment/cats-dogs-liver-cancer-

remedies.html 

http://www.hpathy.com/veterinary/siciliana-

phosphorus1.asp 

http://nccam.nih.gov/health/homeopathy/ 

http://www.shirleys-wellness-cafe.com/ahomeo.htm 
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Hey Pre-Vetters! Itõs Lucy again! 

 

I just wanted to start off by saying that I LOVE talking to you guys every month 

and I LOVE Pre-Vet Club. And hey, itõs only natural since February is the 

month of LOVE. So make sure to remember anyone or anything that you 

LOVE this month! 

 

By the way, good job on the trivia question last meeting! If you donõt remem-

ber, the question was, òHow many times in a second can a woodpecker peck?ó 

The answer isé 

20 TIMES! 

 

This month, we have already had our trivia so make sure to rest your brains for 

Marchõs trivia! I hope you all have a fantastic Valentineõs Day and give your 

pets lots of kisses! 

Monthly Monthly   

TriviaTrivia  

QuestionQuestion  

Answers to òMatch Each Fact with a Pre-Vet Officer!ó 
 

òI met Gerald Ford and got to see his house!óé.. Lauren 

òIõve been a belly dancer for over five years.ó é.. Gwynn 

òI have had surgery on my hip.óé.. Meaghan 

òI want to be a vet in the Army.óé.. Kelly 

òIõm a certified black belt in Karate.óé.. Jeff 

òI spent a year in Japan my junior year of high school.óé.. Jade 

òBack in the day, I used to model for Elite model management in Italy!óé..Sarah 

òI have visited South Africa!óé..Kate 

òIõve traveled to seven different countries.óé..MaryBeth 

òI played soccer in Sweden and Holland my 8th grade year.óé..Hilary 

òI was a baton twirler in high school.óé..Ann Bowen 

òI am one of the oldest surviving Boettcher scholars in Colorado.óé..Dr. Ken Blehmn 

òWhen I was little, I got a coat zipper stuck on my eyelid!óé..Analisa 

Clue #1: I range in size from a tiny 1/8 inch to a huge almost 12 

inches.  

 

Clue #2: I can see in red, green, and yellow. 

 

Clue #3: I can move at speeds up to 12 miles per hour.  

 

Clue #4: I do not have lungs; I breathe through spiracles.  

 

Clue #5: I can be diurnal or nocturnal.  

 

Clue #6: I can play dead to escape predators.  

 

*Find out who I am in next monthõs issue!* 

WHO AM I??????? 

7 

From last issue: 

I amé 

A FROG! 




