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Bark in the Park

By Jackie Murphy

It was
the perfect day
for a picnic. But
not just any
picnic. It was
“Bark at the
Park” 2009,
where many
Pre-Vet mem-
bers and some
of their dogs
joined us for
some fun in the

sun! Our four-legged friends romped around
chasing tennis balls, socializing, or just re-
laxing. Pre-Vet Club members did the same.
(Well, except for chasing tennis balls, of
course.) Pre-Vet Club members had the
challenge of keeping their sandwiches away
from those big brown eyes, which are proba-
bly one of the most efficient forms of bribery
and persuasion in the world. At least one
sandwich was lost.

The day
was a great
day to catch up
on old friend-
ships or make
new ones, two
or four-legged.
Whether it was
watching the art of chewing the “fuzz” off of
a tennis ball, seeing a basset hound smile,
watching a Rhodesian Ridgeback and a
Bulldog puppy play together, or watching a
puppy learn how to play fetch, “Bark at the
Park” was a doggone good time for all.




Denkai Animal Sanctuary:
Extending a Paw for the Cause

Article and Photos By Cassandra Powers

On September
19th, a group of CSU
Pre-Vet Club members
spent their Saturday
helping out at a not-so-
local Animal Shelter,
Denkai Animal Sanctu-
ary, in order to not only
show their love and
devotion to animals,
but their appreciation
for people who estab-
lish and maintain these

kind of shelters, like the staff of Denkai Animal Shelter.

After a long drive from Edwards Hall, the Pre-Vet Club
arrived at Denkai Animal Sanctuary ready to work. They were
happily greeted by Mrs. Floss Blackburn, the founder of Denkai,
who was enthralled to have so many helping hands. She and
her staff immediately put the Club members to work - there were
pens to be cleaned, dogs to be walked, pastures to be cleaned,
horses to be brushed, hay to be moved and a
tack room to be cleaned & reorganized.

Located in Grover, Colorado, Denkai possesses its own
array of animal diversity. The shelter takes in animals of all
types from all kinds of places. Some are rescued animals from
natural disasters or negligent owners, and some are strays or
victims of poor health or poor economic times. These animals
include dogs, cats, pigs, horses, ducks, llamas, sheep, goats
and buffaloes. Although a good portion of the animals at the
shelter are available for adoption, the shelter itself is non-profit,
and depends heavily on the donations of others. They receive
some help and donations from big time suppliers, such as Wal-
Mart’s donation of cat food, and they also receive some smaller
donations on their website. However, because of their ever in-
creasing number of residents, they are always over-budget.

At noon the members broke for lunch, where the staff of
Denkai were kind enough to provide drinks and a cute cake.
After lunch it was
back to work, and a
few of the Pre-Vet
Club members rode
and exercised a
couple of the
horses. Before
leaving, some of
the members were
given permission to
enter the



guarantine pen, where a herd of horses diagnosed with
“pigeon fever” (see below) were isolated from the rest of the
animals. At the end of the day, the members said their thank-
yous to Mrs. Blackburn, and cheerfully left Denkai, feeling as
if they had accomplished something unique.

To learn more about Denkai Animal Sanctuary, go to
www.denkaisanctuary.org

PIGEON FEVER - Highly Condensed Fact Sheet

A swollen bump on the horse’s  After pus is allowed to drain
side, a pocket filled with pus and the body is allowed to
naturally heal itself

CauseCorynebacterium pseudotuberculosis
Vaccine:None at this time.

Reservoirs and mode of transmissi@an live in the soil and enter the horse's
body through wounds or broken skin and through mucous membranes... Dis-
ease is usually highly contagious and can easily infect multiple horses on the
premises... Bacterium in the pus draining from abscesses on infected horses
can survive from one to 55 days in the environment.

Clinical signs:Early signs can include lameness, fever, lethargy, depression and
eight loss...

Disease formsGenerally 3 types: external abscesses, internal abscesses or limb
infection (ulcerative lymphangitis)...

Diagnosis:Your veterinarian can easily collect a sample for culture at a diagnos-
tic laboratory. It is important to isolate the bacterium to get a definitive diagnosis
since pigeon fever can superficially resemble other diseases.

[Treatment:..Open abscesses should be drained and regularly flushed with sa-
line. Surgical or deep lancing may be required...

Care requiredBuckets or other containers should be used to collect pus from
draining abscesses and this infectious material should be disposed of properly...

(Facts adapted from “Pigeon Fever in Horses: Colorado State University

eterinarians Report Unusual Rise in Cases of Pigeon Fever Among
Colorado Horses” http://www.completerider.com/ucolorado/
PIGEONFEVERINEQUINES.html)




The Hike to Horsetooth

By Kendra Jones

At 8:30 AM on Saturday, September 26" most of the
campus slept in, in cozy beds. In front of Edward’s Hall, how-
ever, a group of Pre-Vet students gathered and waited. It was-
n't long before the group piled into several nearby cars and dis-
appeared from the sleeping campus.

As the cars pulled into the park near the beginning of
the trail, we all prepared for a long hike armed with only water,
granola bars, and the company of two happy, energetic dogs.
The trail, initially, seemed pretty easy. Half a mile in, however,
the trail became steep and rocky with only small stretches of
relatively flat trail. Giant tree roots would reach out of the
ground in middle of the path and stretches of rock would cut
jagged lines into the path. It was not an easy hike. It was, how-
ever, a wonderful experience.

The scenery was gorgeous. Tall pine trees lined much
of the trail, interrupted only by tall boulders that had been worn
by time. The entire area was wonderfully rugged, a reminder of
nature’s might and beauty. At several points along the trail
there were rock
ledges that of-
fered a breath
taking view of
the world be-
low. Water-
ways would
glint in the
morning sun
and the world
seemed all at
once very large
and very small.

It was hum-
bling, to say the
least.

Nothing beat reaching the top of the “horse tooth,” how-
ever. After rock climbing to the very highest point, everyone
simply stretched out and admired the view. There is no better
place to be at eleven o’clock on a Saturday morning than on
top of that rock. The sky was perfectly blue and the world
seemed at peace.

In the end, the hike was well worth it and the company
could not have been better. There is no better place to bond
with people than with the beautiful backdrop of the Horsetooth
Trail. Plus, everyone on the hike can now cross one thing off of
their ‘101 Things To Do While At Colorado State University’ list.
One down, one hundred more to go.



Pigeon Fever

By Lauri C. Mignone

“Pigeon Fever” is on the rise in Colorado. A dis-
ease once thought to be a problem for horses living in
California is popping up with increasing frequency in other
western states including Colorado. The disease, caused
by the bacterium, Coynebacterium pseudotuberculosis,
can cause the formation of abscesses and significant
swelling in the legs. C. pseudotuberculosis is a gram posi-
tive rod shaped hardy organism; it can survive over 6
months in the soil, especially in cooler damp environ-
ments. The infection gained its name from the formation
of large abscesses in the pectoral region causing large
amounts of swelling and the “puffing out” of the chest wall
and not because pigeons or birds are a vector for the
spread of the disease.

The bacteria are normally found in the soil and can
travel with dust, so it can be found virtually anywhere that
dust can travel. It is thought that flies most commonly
transmit this disease to horses through breaks in the skin,
either by the bacteria entering through the break in the
skin caused by the fly bite itself or through pre-existing in-
juries such as cuts, scratches, and abrasions flies use as
landing zones. Once a horse is infected it can take weeks
for the abscess to develop but once it does it can contain
literally liters of highly contagious pus making this disease
extremely easy to spread from horse to horse.

The disease may manifest in three different ways.
Ulcerative lymphangitis, which is characterized by swelling
and edema in the legs accompanied by small draining
sores is the most common form found worldwide but is the
least common form seen in our area. The most common
form of the disease in our area is the external abscess and
is the form from which the name “Pigeon Fever” was de-
rived. The third form is the most dangerous and is caused
by the formation of abscesses on the internal organs. So
what should you look for to determine if a horse has pi-
geon fever? Initially the horse may seem to be just a little
under the weather but then develop fevers, lameness, leth-
argy and weight loss—especially in horses afflicted with
internal abscesses. In the case of the external abscess
the body will effectively wall off the bacteria causing large
abscesses which may spontaneously rupture.

Continued on pg. 6




Pigeon Fever Cont.

By Lauri C. Mignone

It is important to culture the pus to indentify
the bacteria causing the infection. Once this is
done, a care regimen can be initiated as this disease
must be treated or will prove fatal to the infected
horse. The abscess may need to be matured with

The draining of an
abscess into a
lined bucket so the
pus can be safely

the use of hot packs and poultices and then lanced removed to prevent
and drained. Care is usually supportive, such as the spread of
keeping the abscessed area well drained and infection

flushed daily with normal saline or a very weak be-
tadine solution. Keeping the area free of flies is also
a very important consideration in the treatment to
prevent the spread of infection. In the case of the
external abscess, antibiotics are contraindicated in
most cases, as most horses will recover in a little

over 2 weeks with supportive care. If the horse has Example of
one of the other two forms of the disease, the heal- pectoral

ing process will take much longer, usually three to ?bscess ar,‘,d
four months and will require long courses of antibi- c%lg;?%fom

otic therapy.

Keeping an eye on your equine friend and
instituting proper cleaning of equipment and pas-
tures along with excellent fly control systems is your
best defense against this potentially harmful bacte-
ria. As Benjamin Franklin was quoted as saying “An
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

pigeon fever
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Zinc Toxicosis

Cause: When ingested in excessive quantities, some forms of zinc form toxic zinc salts in
the acidic environment of the stomach.

Sources of Zinc:  batteries, automotive parts, paint, screws and bolts on pet carriers, pen-
nies minted after 1982, and others

Symptoms: Symptoms progress from anorexia and vomiting to more advanced symptoms including diarrhea,
lethargy, shock, intravascular hemolysis, cardiac arrhythmias, and seizures. Chemistry profile, urinalysis, and
coagulation profile are useful for diagnosing zinc toxicosis and determining the level of zinc exposure.

Treatment: After the animal is stabilized, it is important to remove the zinc source immediately. Chelation ther-
apy may be used as well.

http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/index.jsp




Dr. Irlbeck on Nutrition

By Melanie Acker

Dr. Nancy Irlbeck is an unstoppable woman,
who, whenever she has a goal, goes for it with eve-
rything she’s got. On Wednesday, September 23",
Dr. Irlbeck came and spoke about her life experi-
ences that range from becoming a top nutritionist
to fulfilling her lifelong goal of learning how to spin
wool into yarn.

Overcoming her addictive tendencies, she
first got her degree in Ruminants, animals with four
-chambered stomachs, but felt that something was
missing. So she changed and expanded her abili-
ties to becoming a full nutritionist, including some
work for the Denver Zoo. After over ten years
working at the CSU Veterinary Teaching Institute,
she became an assistant dean and worked until
she could afford land where she started her own
sheep farm.

She also spoke about her sabbatical that
she took in New Zealand where she worked with
native species, monitoring their nutritional habits.
She had some amazing experiences and urged
everyone to go if they got the chance, promising
that she would be going back one day.

Her last bit of wisdom for us was to take at

least fifteen minutes a day for ourselves, quiet time
to think and relax. Dr. Irlbeck entertained as well as
educated the crowd.

Monthly Trivia

Did You Know...

Rin Tin Tin was the first American dog
movie star and signed his own con-
tracts for 22 movies with a pawprint.

The most successful mountain rescue
dog ever was a St Bernard, named
Barry, who lived during the early 1800's
and saved 40 lives.

A German Shepherd guide dog, hamed
Orient, led her blind hiker the entire
2100 mile Appalachian Trail.

George Washington had 36 foxhounds,
and one was named Sweetlips.

Former President Lyndon Johnson
howled with his favorite dog, Yuki, a
stray rescued by his daughter, Luci, at
a Texas gas station. He also had two
Beagles named Him and Her.

Teddy Roosevelt's pit bull, Pete, once
ripped off a French ambassador's pants
at a White House event.

Franklin D. Roosevelt once spent
$15,000 to have a destroyer return to
the Aleutian Islands and retrieve his
Scottie, Fala, who had been acciden-
tally left behind.

http://dogs.suite101.com/article.cfm/
fundogfacts

Hi everybody! It's me, Socks.
Are you ready for your first trivia question?

Here it is:

What was the first bird
domesticated by man?

If you don’t know the answer, be sure to look it up
before the next meeting for a chance to win a

prize!
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