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tures. Perhaps this conscience can now wisely direct the magnificent,
fearful power of the brain and hand. A naturalistic ecological ethic seeks
to realize how conscientious human activity, business included, ought to
be a form of life that both fits and beflts, however much it also extends,
what has previously, premorally been the case. Each life form is con-
strained to flourish within a larger community. The planetary system
carries humans most gloriously, but it cannot and ought not carry hu-
mans alone. The best of possible worlds is not one entirely consumed by
humans, but one that has place for the urban, rural, and wild. Only
with moral concern for the whole biological business can we do our
work of living well. This ethic defends human life by balanced resource
budgets. But more, it defends all life in its ecosystemic integrity.

Whether Earth was made for us is a question we leave to the theolo-
gians, who are not likely to say that it was made for us to exploit. We can
meanwhile say that we were made for Earth (if not also by it), and this
gives us both the power and the duty so to act that we continue to fit this
Earth, the substance, the sustainer of life.28
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING

Ethical concerns in environmental affairs, as these affect business, are found in
many diverse but interrelated areas, among them environmental ethics, en-
vironmental economics, environmental law and politics, natural resource conser-
vation, national and international development, geography, technology and
civilization, human ecology. The following list will lead deeper into these issues.
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Conservation Foundation, 1977).

George F. Rohrlich, Environmental Management (Cambridge, Mass.: Bal-
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§1. There is more detail on the Kepone case in Beauchamp and Bowie (see
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with Kepone,” in Fortune, 98, no. 5 (September 11, 1978), pp. 82-90, and
Frances S. Sterrett and Caroline A. Boss, “Careless Kepone,” in Environment, 19,
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§1. Mobile Oil's ad, “The $68 Billion Mistake,” in The New York Times,
February 1, 1973, p. 35, favoring California over federal standards, illustrates
corporate foot-dragging. Du Pont’s extensive lobbying and advertising against
fluorocarbon aerosol bans, despite mounting evidence of their depletion of the
ozone layer, is illustrated by an ad in The New York Times, June 30, 1975, p. 30.
The Reserve Mining Company case discussed in Beauchamp and Bowie (reference
above) is another example.

§7. See David Burnham, “The Case of the Missing Uranium,” The Atlantic
Monthly, Vol. 243, no. 4 (April 1979), pp. 78-82. For examples of corporations
I odging release of information about waste emissions, including the Savannah
River case, see the Freedom of Information Act Oversight: Hearings before a Sub-
committee of the Committee on Government Operations, House of Represen-
tatives, July 14, 15, 16, 1981 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing
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Office, 1981), testimony of Ralph Nader (p. 330), and James M. Fallows, The
Water Lords (N.Y.: Grossman, 1971), especially ch. 9. See also Toxic Substances
and Trade Secrecy (Washington, D.C.: Technical Information Project, 1977),
containing the proceedings of a conference supported by the National Science
Foundation, especially the article “Toxic Substances and Trade Secrecy: Rights
and Responsibilities” by William Blackstone, reprinted in Scherer and Attig,
Ethics and the Environment (see general references).

§7. For the pros and cons of discounting, especially with reference to natural
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Economics, 89 (1975), pp. 358-70.

§11. See for instance the dismal record of U.S. Steel, itemized by John R.
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ness and Environment: Toward Common Ground (reference above). For public
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New Environmental Survey,” Resources, No. 60 (September-November 1978),
pp. 1-6. See also suggestions under §20.

§12. For steady-state economics, see Herman Daly (reference above).

§14. For estimates of little-known and unknown Amazon plants that may
prove medically useful, see Nicole Maxwell, “Medical Secrets of the Amazon,”
Americas, 29, nos. 6-7 (June-July 1977), pp. 2-8. For how little we really know
even about the lands North Americans have long inhabited, including New
England and the Midwest, see Wright, note 12.

§18. For the difficulties of heavy technology on fragile land see An Assess-
ment of Oil Shale Technologies (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1980), prepared by the Congressional Office of Technology Assessment.

§19. For the treatment of animals, see Peter Singer, Animal Liberation
(N.Y.: New York Review Books, 1975), with discussion of the Draize test on p.
50f, and veal calves, pp. 127-35. For lead versus steel shot, see U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Final Environmental Statement: Proposed Use of Steel Shot for
Hunting Waterfowl in the United States (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1976). The report finds no adverse crippling with steel shot.

§20. Attitudes of Americans toward endangered species are reported in Pub-
lic Opinion on Environmental Issues, Resources for the Future Survey for the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, et. al. (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1980), p. 18. The alarming acceleration of extinction rates is dis-
cussed in Environmental Quality — 1980, Eleventh Annual Report of the Council
on Environmental Quality (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1980). See also The Global 2000 Report to the President, Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality and Department of State (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1980). See also Norman Myers, The Sinking Ark (Oxford:
Pergamon Press, 1979) and Paul and Anne Ehrlich, Extinction (note 18).

§23. For environmental policies in banking and finance, see Cahn (note 14),
pp. 124-40, who reports that only six in thirty of the major commercial banks
have environmental policies, none of these very specific, but found also the posi-
tive records of John Hancock, Equitable, and Aetna.

§26. See the Progress Report on the Grand Junction Uranium Mill Tailings
Remedial Action Program, prepared by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Divi-
sion of Environmental Control Technology, the DOE Grand Junction Office, and
the Colorado Department of Health, February 1979, and available from the Na-
tional Technical Information Service. The report of the Committee on the Biolog-
ical Effects of Ionizing Radiations, The Effects on Populations of Exposure to
Low Levels of lonizing Radiation: 1980 (BEIR III), has since been published
(Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press, 1980), but the much-troubled
report was never released without dissent among committee members. The ozone
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threat involves uncertain but drastic and far-reaching environmental degrada-
tion. Du Pont has persistently claimed that the connection between fluorocarbons
and ozone depletion is not yet proved. The details of this case (given in the Velas-
quez reference above) provide a good discussion of the necessity for a shifting
burden of proof.

§29. Public opinion about living near risk sites is recorded in Public Opinion
on Environmental Issues (reference under §20 above), p. 31.

§30. See Kenneth R. Andrews, “Can the Best Corporations Be Made
Moral?” Harvard Business Review, 51, no. 3 (May-June 1973), pp. 57-64.





