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what ought to be. What nature requires (that we work), what is the case 
(that we must work), we also morally command (one ought to work). 
Otherwise we cannot flourish and, in extremes, we die. That much of a 
bread-and-butter "work ethic" properly. opposes a romantic naturalism 
that wants to leave nature untouched. It can celebrate how marvelously 
labor and management hav~ brought the environment under our con­
trol. At the same time, every organism must be a natural fit, integrated 
into a life-support system. In the wild, misfits cannot flourish and are 
eventually eliminated. However much human business revises spontane­
ous nature, primarily by deliberately adapting the environment to hu­
mans rat~er than humans to the environment, we do not escape the fun­
damental requirement of inclusive fitness to our surroundings. 

Thus, though we must and should work t not all our working is equally 
appropriate. Any business activity that contributes, even incrementally; 
to the reduced fitting of humans into the natural system does not really 
contribute to a better st~ndard of living; it may even imperil our suTVi­
val. An upset of Earth·s carrying capacity is a prospect for today and to­
morrow that was seldom a fear for business yesterday. Here labor and 
management must become sober environmentalists. Again we move 
from what is the case (how life is ecologically grounded) to what ought 
to be (how, given a humanistic environmental ethic, business ought to 
be environmentally alert and sensitive). Both human ecology and 
human ethics are inescapably environmental affairs. Locally and glob­
ally, humans are interlocked with their Earth, with material and energy 
inputs, throughputs, and outputs, so that here too balanced budgets are 
required, not less than in accountants· offices. In that sense economic ac­
tivity sooner or later must be and ought to be deeply ecological activity, 
both adjectives having the sense of life prospering in a home place. 

Bertrand Russell claimed, '~Every living thing is a sort of imperialis~, 

seeking to transform as much as possible of its environment into itself and 
its seed."~ But that is an overstatement, which, taken alone, leads to a 
social Darwinism thrusting atom,istic egos and their firms into aggres­
sive competitiveness, with nothing more. Nature has not so equipped or 
inclined anyone form to transform very much of the environment into 
itself and its seed. Each life form is specialized for a niche, limited to its 
own sector but woven into a web so that it depends on many other species 
in a pyrami'dal, Howing biomass. Recent biology has emphasized not so 
much aggression and struggle as efficiency and habitat Httedness. Many 
animal populations limit themselves to suit their resources. If not checked 
from within, a species' genetic impulses are checked from without by the 
'~natural. corporation" that keeps every living thing in community. 

All this is premoral, so what are we to say when, at the top of the 
pyramid, there emerges H01Tl:0 sapiens, so powerful and unspecialized 
that, culturally evolving to where we now are, we almost can transform 
the Earth into ourselves and our seed? The answer lies in nature's simul­
taneously equipping us with a conscience, not given to non-human crea­
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tures. Perhaps this coilscience can now wisely direct the magnificent, 
fearful power of the brain and hand. A naturalistic ecological ethic seeb 
to realize how conscientious human activity, business included, ought to 
be a form of life that both flts and beflts, however much it also extends, 
what has previously, premorally been the case. Each life form is con­
strained to flourish within a larger community. The planetary system 
carries humans most gloriously, but It cannot and ought not carry hu­
mans alone. The best of possible worlds is not one entirely consumed by 
humans, but one that has place for the urban, rural, and wild. Only 
with moral concern for the whole biological business can' we do our 
work of living well. This ethic defends human life by balanced resource 
budgets. But more, it defends all life in its ecosystemic integrity. 

Whether Earth was made for us is a question we leave to the theolo­
gians, who are not likely to say that it was made for us to exploit. We can 
meanwhile say that we were made for Earth (if not also by it), and this 
gives us both the power and the duty so to act that we continue to flt this 
Earth, the substance, the sustainer of life.1S 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING 
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civilization, human ecology. The following list will lead deeper into these issues. 
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threat involves uncertain but drastic and far-reaching environmental degrada­
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