











And the medical doctors now take the Oath of
Hippocrates before they practice medicine.

Now, if you had a problem and go to your priest,
you'd expect him to take out the Bible, 2000 years
old, and give you good advice. But if the next day you
have a body problem, and you go to your medical
doctor and he takes out the book of Hippocrates to
give you medical advice, you would be disappointed.
You'd probably go to a new doctor. You'd think your
doctor was old-fashioned.

Now why is that not true in spiritual matters? It's
because of an unintentional attitude. Nobody planned
it, nobody even realizes it's there. But it is the idea
that, when you're trying to do research of a spiritual
nature, you must look back two thousand years. Not
only in Christianity but in Buddhism, or in Islam back
fourteen hundred years, or Confucianism or any of the
others, you look back two thousand years to discover
or do research on spiritual matters.

It's a backward attitude. Whereas no science will look
backward. The scientists all say let’s discover some-

thing new. And that's called the scientific method that
represents empirncal research, experimental research.

You've never heard of a war being fought about a
disagreement on a scientific subject. They just say,
“let’s test it, let's experiment to find out which way
seems to be the truth.”

So why can’t we get all the world's peoples to be
enthusiastic rather than resistant to new concepts in
the field of spiritual information? Why?

| think | can convince almost anybody that there's
never been a human being who knew even one
percent of what can be known about God. Almost
everybody in the western world believes there is
a God. But the amount of high quality scientific

research done on the aspects of divinity is tiny.
Because with any great religion, as soon as the
founder is gone, within a few generations there
develops a bureaucracy. The bureaucracy, without
intention, no planning, begins to teach their semi-
nary students and others a dogma and a ritual. And
anybody who departs from this dogma and ritual laid
down by the church fathers is not welcome, and it's
unlikely to help their career.

The great example is Galileo, persecuted in Rome,
and his predecessor, Bruno, burned at the stake for
saying that the Earth revolves around the sun. It was
not church dogma so they burned him at the stake.
And it's not just in Christianity, but this has happened
in all major religions. And it's caused the religions to
become old-fashioned, the lack of progress has put
the religions out of step with the rapid, wonderful
progress that has happened in every other area.

So what we are trying to do with our foundation is to
change that attitude so that everybody, including the
theologians, becomes as enthusiastic for new discov-
eries as the people are in chemistry or medicine or
physics or anything else.

If we can do that, the benefits are likely to be even
greater. If we can get the world to spend even ten
percent as much on spiritual research, scientific
type of research, probably more will be discovered
so that by the end of this century humans will know
one hundredfold more about the nature of divinity,
the nature of creativity, than anybody ever knew
before. And the benefits, therefore, are likely to be
even greater than the morals and benefits that have
come from medicine or chemistry or physics or
even cosmology.

Cosmology is a beautiful example. At the beginning of
the last century people knew there was a Milky Way,
but it looked like a cloud in the sky at night. It was
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only about a century ago that the scientists developed
instruments good enough to say that's not a cloud,
that's a hundred million other suns, and that became
our galaxy. It was more recently, only less than half

a century ago, that they developed still better instru-
ments to say that outside our galaxy there are at least
a hundred billion other galaxies.

That is not only a scientific discovery, a discovery

of astronomy or cosmology, but a discovery about
God. Either you think that God is a god of triad as

the Israelites might say, or you think that God is of a
continent, or a God of a nation, or a God of the world.
But surely science has proven to us that God is far
greater than that, that God is not just the creator of
humanity but the creator of eight other planets around
our sun and probably tens of thousands of planets
about the other suns in our galaxy and millions of
other planets around other suns in the other galaxies.
So God is millions and millions of times larger than
hurnanity could have imagined just over a century ago.

The discoveries of all the sciences, including cosmology,
have been how large is God or what can we learn
about God, what can we do and have experiments
that will help humanity understand aspects of divinity.

All of this points toward tremendous blessings for
humanity and that's what I'm devoting my life to.
That's why | sold all my investment counsel opera-
tions twelve years ago so | can devote one hundred
percent of my time to helping change that simple
attitude on the part of all humans, that instead of
resisting discoveries of a spiritual nature we're enthu-
siastic and encourage discoveries of a spiritual nature.

And that's led my life now to be the busiest it's ever
been, the most enthusiastic, the most joyful life I've
had, and it will be for you. If you will join us in this
great enterprise, your life will be more useful, more
beneficial, more joyful than ever before. You can be a
leader to help that same thing to happen to humans
of all races, all nations.

That's my challenge to you, that if you want to be
happy, beneficial to humanity, come up with anything
that's more likely to be beneficial than the discovery
of one hundredfold more spiritual information.

That line of thinking explains why we're here today.

I looked at the work of Alfred Nobel and discovered
that by giving five prizes, in chemistry, physics, medi-
cine and so forth, he had persuaded the most brilliant
people on Earth to devote a huge amount of attention
to discovery, discoveries in physics, medicine and so
forth. Brilliant people who might not otherwise have
made these discoveries were inspired by the fact that
other people had discovered something important and
were recognized by winning the world's largest prize.

So | said to myself, Nobel is dead and he can't
increase his prizes, and | can‘t give five prizes but |
have enough money now from investment counsel
that | can give one pnize larger than Nobel.

So for 31 years now we've given another prize, larger
than the Nobel Prize, larger than any other prize, to a
person who makes discoveries of a spiritual nature.
And that's what we've focused on. We don't decide
who wins the prize. We welcome everybody to make
nominations. Everyone here is especially encouraged
to send in a nomination for somebody who ought to
win the world’s largest cash prize.



We always have a board of nine famous judges and
there is always a diversity—a diversity of religions, a
diversity of careers—and the nine judges vote on the
nominations that are sent in, in order, number one,
number two, number three, and so forth, and then by
arithmetic we count which nomination receives the

That has not been our major purpose and so a few
years ago we changed the name of the prize so
instead of just prize ‘for progress in religion’ it is a
prize 'for progress toward research or discoveries
about spiritual realities.’

So for 31 years now we've given another prize, larger than the Nobel

Prize, larger than any other prize, to a person who makes discoveries

of a spiritual nature.

most votes and that’s the winner that year. The ones
that came close in the judging are voted on again next
year but also next year there will be another ten or
fifteen new ones that were not voted on before.

So by that process of selection we have no influ-
ence whatsoever. The judges themselves don't know
who the other judges favor. We just use these wise
judges and explain what it is we're looking for and
they decide who's the winner. And they've done a
good job, but many of the judges did not fully under-
stand what it says in the booklets. For 31 years we've
published booklets that explain just what |'ve said, but
many of the nine judges thought we were looking for
somebody who had done something wonderful of a
charitable nature, somebody who had helped the poor
or helped the sick.

| hope I've created some enthusiasm among you,
my colleagues, my friends, who carry this message,
to get the joy out of life that | get out of life by trying
to do the most important thing you could possibly do
for humanity.
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