












We always have a board of nine famous judges and That has not been our major purpose and so a few 

there is always a diversity-a diversity of religions, a years ago we changed the name of the prize so 

diversity of careers-and the nine judges vote on the instead of just prize 'for progress in religion' it is a 

nominations that are sent in, in order, number one, prize 'for progress toward research or discoveries 

number two, number three, and so forth, and then by about spiritual realities.' 

arithmetic we count which nomination receives the 

So for 31 years 110lL' ll:e 've given another prize, larger than the Nobel 

Pri::.e, larger than any other pri::.e, to a person who lHakes discoveries 

of a spiritllalllatllre. 

most votes and that's the winner that year. The ones I hope I've created some enthusiasm among you, 

that came close in the judging are voted on again next my colleagues, my friends, who carry this message, 

year but also next year there will be another ten or to get the joy out of life that I get out of life by trying 

fifteen new ones that were not voted on before. to do the most important thing you could possibly do 

So by that process of selection we have no influ- for humanity. 

ence whatsoever. The judges themselves don't know 

who the other judges favor. We just use these wise 

judges and explain what it is we're looking for and 

they decide who's the winner. And they've done a 

good job, but many of the judges did not fully under-

stand what it says in the booklets. For 31 years we've 

published booklets that explain just what I've said, but 

many of the nine judges thought we were looking for 

somebody who had done something wonderful of a 

charitable nature, somebody who had helped the poor 

or helped the sick. 
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