




A pitch letter targeted to Dog Fancy magazine:

Dear Editor,

As dog lovers, we all know the therapeutic effect our canine friends can have on
both our physical and emotional health. This might be one of the reasons so
many people share their homes with a canine companion. As medical
researchers increasingly show what we already know to be true -- that having a
pet around is good for your health -- dog owners all across America are sharing
their dog's unconditional love with others who need it most.

Pet therapy dogs visit people in nursing homes, children's hospitals, psychiatric
wards and other institutions. The interaction between dog and patient
encourages healing, lowers blood pressure, and helps develop emotional
relationships. Not only is this beneficial to patients, it is also a great way to
strengthen the dog/owner bond.

Dr. Ralph Smith of Pet Assisted Therapy Services (PATS), headquartered in
Denver, is one of the leading experts on pet therapy.  We would be interested in
submitting for your consideration an article explaining the value of pet therapy
and profiling PATS.  This is could be a bylined article for your monthly Forum
feature.  However, we also believe your readers would be interested in a more
extensive feature on the latest medical research on this topic – including mini-
profiles of people who have benefited from a therapy dog.

Dr. Smith and PATS have been involved in pet therapy dogs for 15 years. He is
well versed – and passionate – about the topic. We think it would be an ideal
feature that could be illustrated with photos that we would be happy to arrange.

I will take the liberty of contacting in you in the next 10 days to explore your
interest and possibly ascertain your interests and needs. In the interim, please
contact me at (e-mail) if you have questions or need assistance on any aspect of
this important topic for dog fanciers.

Sincerely,

Adapted from sjmcweb.com




