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IN ATTENDANCE

Eric Philips – Boulder County WMC
Amy Krommes – Team Leader, USDA Forest Service 

Kristen Thompson – USDA Forest Service

Robert O’Donnell – Boulder Rural FPD

Jonathan Johnson – USDA Forest Service

Brian Oliver – Cherryvale FPD

Bret Gibson – Four-Mile FPD

Jeff Thomas – Consultant /Colorado Forest Products 

Allen Owen – District Forester, CSFS
Bob Bundy – FRFTP Forester, CSFS

Ed Guzman – USDA Forest Service

Chris Wanner – City of Boulder OSMP
Tom Akins – Boulder Mountain Fire Authority

Gary Chitwood – Allstate Insurance

Joe Turner – Firewise Landscaping


1. Organization and Operation
· Eric Philips called the meeting to order. 

· Agendas and attendance sheets were passed around.

· Jeff Thomas took minutes of the meeting.

· A tentative date of December 16th was set for the next meeting, which will be a planning work-session for 2005 projects/programs.

· Several group members were absent for the meeting, attending training sessions at the National Tree Farm conference in Fort Collins.

2.  Projects and Programs

· Hazard Fuel Reduction – Sugarloaf & James Creek Projects

· Team Leader Amy Krommes updated the group on USFS Sugarloaf project, which has seen approximately 1,000 acres of wildfire mitigation treatment completed this year. An additional 1,000 acres of treatment should be completed in 2005. “Next year we will complete 1,700 acres (of wildfire mitigation in the Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forest (including the Winiger Ridge pilot treatment area),” Krommes said. “Three years ago I did 300 acres.”

· Krommes also updated the group on the James Creek Fuel Reduction Project. The implementation decision was signed on Sept. 2, which included treatment for 6,402 acres. Of the total 4,890 acres were slated for mechanical treatment, 938 acres for prescribed fire and 574 acres for both mechanical treatment and prescribed fire. The appeal period ends on Oct. 21 and implementation can begin after five days if there is no appeal. Public Information Officer Laura Pramuk (303-245-6429) will have information on the status of appeals.

· Krommes also asked members of the group if they would continue to serve on a collaboration committee for a Stewardship area in the Sugarloaf Project. Allen Owen, the Boulder District CSFS Forester, said it would be easier to continue fulfilling that role if members of the committee were kept more up to date on ongoing treatment in Sugarloaf project, especially prescribed fires.

· Hazardous Fuel Reduction – Winiger Ridge & Eldorado Springs

· CSFS Winiger Ridge Project Coordinator Wendy McCartney, attending the Tree Farm conference, submitted a written report.

· The Winiger Ridge Reinvention Pilot Project has been extended through March 17, 2007. Slated to end on Sept. 15, the USFS pilot project has been extended to allow completion of work.

· One contractor, TNC Land Services, has defaulted on two contracts (West Magnolia 12, 6 acres, and Porter Ranch Unit 1, 25 acres) due to poor performance and expired business insurance, she said. Many of the trees were cut but not limbed or bucked, she said, and a fire crew is completing the West Magnolia work.

· West Magnolia Unit 11 (17 acres) may also have to be re-contracted. 

· Ready for contract/award are Tungsten/Beaver Creek Unit 2 (11 acres), Porter Ranch Unit 5 (55 acres) and Porter Ranch Unit 7A (34 acres). Recently completed are Tungsten/Beaver Creek Unit 1 (6 acres) Aspen Meadows Unit 2 and Porter Ranch Units 2 and 3.

· A short extension has been granted on Porter Ranch Unit 4 (30 acres), which should be completed by Sept. 30.

· Magnolia Hill Units 1,2 and 3, which have only 10 combined acres of treatable property, are being saved for last to allow financial “wiggle room” on larger units, she said.

· Front Range Fuels Treatment Partnership – Sugarloaf, Four-Mile & Gold Hill

· Fuels reduction work at the Betasso Water Treatment Plant continues.

· Bob Bundy, the FRFTP coordinator for the Colorado State Forest Service’s Boulder District, said during various times this summer there were as many as 60 to 70 people working on wildfire mitigation in the Sugarloaf area on private property.

· In addition, Bundy said he was seeking to extend wildfire reduction implementation into additional properties, especially larger wildfire reduction projects such as being conducted by the City of Boulder. 

· Awareness and Safety - Wildfire Danger Signs

· Three of the old wildfire-danger signs have been replaced this summer: Lyons, Jamestown, and Lefthand Canyon.  A new sign has also been added at the CSFS office on Ute Highway.  Current plans are to replace the existing wooden signs with signs constructed from the same materials as highway signs, which should be more durable. Eric Philips also asked the group if they thought pursing interest-point signage in Boulder Canyon, where the ignition point of the Black Tiger fire can be viewed, should be pursued.

· Several participants noted that AmeriCorps workers have asked about painting the old wood fire-danger signs as public service work. If replaced and repainted some of these signs could be made available to mountain fire districts, if there is interest in keeping the signs up to date with actual fire danger.

· Allen Owen said there has also been interest is using CDOT’s (the Colorado Department of Transportation) electronic sign in Boulder County to give fire danger warnings in critical times. “I don’t think the sign at the mouth of Boulder County is used enough,” Owen said. Bret Gibson, chief of the Four-Mile Fire Protection District said often a call to the Denver CDOT office is all that is required to get information on the electronic signs.

· Training and Professional Development 

· “Are you FireWise – Understand Social Values” workshop will be held at the Peaceful Valley Ranch from October 25-26th.  Information can be obtained from Judy Serby with the CSFS at (970) 491-7559. 

· The National Wildland Urban Interface Conference is being held at the Double Tree Hotel in Denver from November 4-6th.  Early registration is due October 22nd.

· Community Assistance – Community Wildfire Protection Plans

· Bob Bundy and Eric Philips are working on a FEMA grant application for next year.  The grant will  be used to help fund fire districts and communties in creating Community Wildfire Protection Plans for each fire district and the county as a whole. Boulder Mountain Fire Authority and Four-Mile Fire Protection District have already completed plans in their areas and are being used as models for additional CWPP’s.  

· Wood Utilization  – Colorado Forest Products

· Colorado Forest Products (www.coloradoforestproducts.org), or CFP, now has wood product producers listed on the Colorado Proud online database (linked on the CFP site), said consultant Jeff Thomas. Products such as firewood, wood chips and post and poles can now be searched by city or county. All producers are also listed on the CFP site. Thomas said the site should soon include electronic bulletin board (BBS) services so people can list firewood available on government or private lands.

3. News and Updates

· Boulder County 

· Land Use

· No additional information was presented

· Parks and Open Space

· No members present; no other information was available at the time of the meeting.

· Emergency Services

· No members present; no other information was available at the time of the meeting.

· City of Boulder

· Mountain Parks and Open Space

· No additional information was presented

· State of Colorado

· Colorado State Forest Service

· No additional information was presented

· Colorado State Parks

· No members present; no other information was available at the time of the meeting.

· Federal

·  USFS

· Amy Krommes introduced the group to new Arapaho-Roosevelt Implementation Forester Kristen Thompson. Thompson hails from southern Oregon, where she worked for four years for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and for four years with the USFS.

· Ed Guzman, a prescription fire expert with the USFS, said by the end of August his crews had treated 1,426 acres with fire in the Arapaho-Roosevelt this year. Plans are in the works to burn another 300 acres in Winiger Ridge, 200 acres near Central City and some 1,300 hand-piles during this winter. “We’re trying to stay right on the heels of Amy (Krommes) and her crew,” Guzman said. “I’m being told to take advantage of most every burn window because of the drought conditions we’ve been under.” At the same time, there has been coordination to move some of the larger machine piles over to bio-fuel projects, such as the Nederland Community Center. 

· Individually, members of the group had a number of questions for Guzman regarding these projects.

· NPS

· No members present; no other information was available at the time of the meeting.

· BLM 

· No members present.  

· Bob Bundy is working with the agency to survey BLM lands adjacent to private property in the Sugarloaf, Four Mile, and Gold Hill areas.  This is being done in anticipation of the implementation of across boundary fuel break projects next year.

· Eric Philips stated that the BLM is also seeking to transfer some 500 acres of property to Boulder County Parks and Open Space as part of the three-way land swap with the USFS.  Some of the larger parcels may remain as county open space, however.

· BCFFA

· Bret Gibson noted that Four-Mile Fire Protection District has received some complaints that defensible space conducted by contractors, some of whom are the CSFS contractors’ list, is being turned down by insurance companies. 

· Gibson noted that after 15 years of encouraging residents to conduct defensible spaces, those residents are a little upset not getting credit for those efforts on their insurance bills.  At least one home insurance company (State Farm Insurance) is declining to renew some homeowners policies based upon wildfire danger and lack of mitigation work.

· Other Businesses

· Insurance 

· Present at the meeting was Gary Chitwood of Allstate Insurance (which was not the company mentioned). Chitwood said his company is very interested in working with groups such as the Boulder County Wildfire Mitigation Group to develop standards that can be accepted for suitable defensible space around mountain homes and communities.

· Eric Philips told Chitwood that Boulder County has been requiring Class A roofs for over 15 years, and has recently tightened its requirements for Ignition Resistant building materials.  Inspections of defensible space occur for new construction as well, and homeowners are required to install a fire-cistern or make contributions to their local fire protection district for establishment and maintenance of community water supplies.

· Chitwood said his company would probably support more strictly defined codes, such as those that have already been adopted in California.

· Contractors

· In response to the questions by Bret Gibson, Allen Owen noted that the CSFS contractors list is fairly comprehensive about contractor qualifications, such as whether the contractor is insured or not, but the list cannot be extremely exclusive. “It is a pretty good list,” Owen said. “We don’t let in everybody who has a pickup, a chain saw and a dog.”

· Non-profits

· American Red Cross

· No members present; no other information was available at the time of the meeting.
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